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yan Van Slooten has definitely

ade his mark on the Twin Ports
music scene over the years. He has
played with local rock bands such as
Bone Appetit, The Super Tacks and
Rock Bigade. Anhongn Van Slooten
has spent years roc]
album The Overhead Low bnngs out
different aspects of his work. The
bom ccrvanly has I moments of
10ck, but maintains a base of singer/
songwriter material throughout the
album.

The CD starts off with the song
“Rise or Fall,” a pop/:ock tune where
Van Slooten'seems to sing about
stepping out of a self destructive life
style. The song switcaes between a
pretty riff that we find in the intro
to the solid rocking verse and chorus
pars throughaut theestof the scng
Van Slooten made a music vi
e or Fall,” making him one cof the
few acts in the area that even have
an official video.

‘The next track “Gane” is also a

 eaming what Lean't take oo
to keep going on. When goo
enough, T will never give up, il

it mentions that all the songs are
“wiitten, performed and produced by

music

Ryan Van Slooten.” He plays the lead
and rhythm guitar

‘monizes with himself on the album.
The beginning of “Gone” has a slick
lead part and nuances of lead work
that add a nice touch to the overall
sony

“Disappear” is an up-
lifting tune that continues on this
albun’s overall theme of overcoming
‘hardships. While the song is another
pop/rock song, the next song “Oc-

lIyrics of the song are rather
mental but beautituly sates his

“d s like I'm awake
o A i e e empty,
o one’s here bt me, Thovgh [ don'
like the cold, right now the worlds
my own private sanctuary,” sings
Van Slooten.

Similar to “October Drive,” in the
song “Guide Us Home” Van Slooten
reflects on his surroundings. The
song seems to be about spending an
evening on the shores of Lake Supe-
ior, “Sitting around a fire we made
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it oo difiedinto the share tat
made its way here, G
T o I Veeplig s et £0m
the cold water we've been swimming
in, out clothes in a trail behind,
doywn to nothing but our skin.”

song “Knots” seems to be a
song about overcoming insecurity, ‘I
should go easier on myself, 1 could
seally use the break, to rid myself of
the fear to make mistakes,” sings Van
Slooten. There is a neat break down a
little after two minutes into the song
that brings in the piano and some
guitar leads.

One of the songs that stick out to-
wards the end of the album Is “Stay
Calm,” the lead guitar patterns un-
derlying the steady rhythm sounds
very cool in the verse parts of the
song and the chorus is hard hitting
and beautiful. The arrangements of
backing yecal aps vey eecive 22
well.

‘The final song on the album “Sin-
gled Out” relies a lot on an inspiring
piano part. The son
the overall feel of this album, *
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just a series of challenges, and there’s
ot one tha we haven't met ye,”
sings Van Sloot

What I reaty ke shout this loun
is Van Slooten’s use of
tion, presumably with himsel and
the fact that he brings in piano on
several of the songs. The guitar ar-
rangementsare well done and the
Iyrics have some de

Onc ofthe hang aps withthe
bum i that besides "October Drive”

album reiterates the message that
things might be tough but there’s

the album based on some of his own
experiences, but most of the album
deals with this in one way or an-
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The ool thing about the album is
that he recorded this album in his
‘own home studio, “Dadland Stu-
dio,” pretty much by himself. Van
Slooten is a dedicated father of two
ing children, thus the name of his

Studio. It took him eight months to
complete the album but it was time
well spent, the overall sound of the
album s terrific and it goes to show
that he is also a talented producer on
top of bein asescie I
h im was mastered by
Ioczl muslclzn, Alen Cagit it Sts
‘echt Product

Van Slooten egulacy at
vencs soch a5 S Behctt Toveon:
Pizza Luce’ and Thirsty Pagan Brew-
ing and can still be found playing an
occasional show with Rock Brigade.

it out and watch this

hard working and e S
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